Franklin County Commissioners
April 13,  2026 at 9:00 a.m.

Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Zan Bowles, Vic Pearson, County Attorney, and Clerk Camille Larsen.   Excused: Commissioner Zach Stewart

1.	Pledge of Allegiance

2.	Adopt Agenda.  Zan Bowles made the motion to adopt the agenda.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

3.	Approval of Bills.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the bills.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

4.	Approval of Minutes.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the March 23, 2026 and April 7, 2026 Minutes.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

5.	Review Courthouse Addition/Remodel and Other County Buildings.  Randy Henrie, Maintenance, reported to the Commissioners the sheetrockers are here and are hanging sheetrock today in both the Prosecuting Attorney and Dispatch offices.  The painters are lined up.  The fire sprinkler system is completed.  The Event Center parking lot is scheduled for asphalt on May 7th.  

Open and Accept Bids for Livestock Sheds.
Randy Henrie, Maintenance, received two bids for the concrete for the livestock sheds.  The Commissioners opened the bids:
DJ - $10,740 x 2 = $21,480
Stone Cold - $22,338
Commissioners reviewed the bids with Randy Henrie.  Zan Bowles made the motion to accept DJ Concrete for $21,480 for both of the livestock sheds.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

Randy Henrie, Maintenance, received three steel building bids.  
SS Johnson - $150,456
LS Buildings - $130,000
Ellis Builders Company - $213,482.32
Commissioners reviewed the bids with Randy Henrie.  Zan Bowles made the motion to accept the LS Buildings bid for the two fair livestock sheds for $130,000.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  
 
6.	Designate Event Center as Emergency Evacuation Site.  Lamont Doney requested the Commissioners to approve to designate the Event Center as an emergency evacuation site.  Robert Swainston asked about the Robinson Building as an emergency site, Lamont Doney reminded the Commissioners that the Franklin County Medical Center will use it for their evacuation site.  Zan Bowles made the motion to designate the Event Center as an emergency evacuation site.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.
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Appoint Public Information Officer.  Lamont Doney explained that the Emergency Evacuation Plan needs to formally have a designated person as the Public Information Officer.  If there is not a person appointed, he assumes that function.  Lamont Doney asked Commissioners to appoint someone as the Public Information Officer.  Robert Swainston stated that Zach Stewart is designated as a media representative, however, he is not present at the meeting.  Lamont Doney would like a person appointed, otherwise it falls to him and he has a lot of responsibilities during an emergency.  The information will be provided by Lamont Doney to Zach Stewart.  Zan Bowles made the motion to appoint both Lamont Doney and Zach Stewart to be the Public Information Officers for disaster/emergency situations.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

Lamont Doney reminded the Commissioners on May 7 there will be a full-scale exercise.  The Idaho Office of Emergency Management will be taking care of the scenarios.  The exercise will involve with County departments, schools, hospital and Valley Wide.  

7.	Franklin County Fire District Agreement Proposal.  Zan Bowles reported that Ethan Rawlings prepared the proposal between the Franklin County Fire District and Ambulance Association.  Vic Pearson, County Attorney, reviewed the Agreement.  Zan Bowles is pleased they want to work together to house an ambulance in Fire Station #3 (Franklin) and Fire #2 (Dayton).  Robert Swainston said it is good for the community.  This Agreement will be on the next agenda as an action item.  

8.	Gold Cross Ambulance Rates Recommendations.  Zan Bowles reported he had a virtual meeting with Tyler Peterson, Vice President of Billing Services at Gold Cross.  Tyler Petersen recommended that the Commissioners give the discount to the County residents after the insurance company pays their portion of the run.  Robert Swainston and Zan Bowles are in favor of moving forward with this recommendation.  It will be on the next agenda as an action item.  

9.	Resolution #2026-04-13 Donate Fair Commercial Refrigerators to Food Bank.  The local Food Bank requested the Commissioners to donate the refrigerators from the fair buildings to their organization.  Zan Bowles made the motion to accept Resolution #2026-04-13 to donate the commercial refrigerators to the Food Bank.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

10.	Worm Creek Opera House - Franklin County Medical Center Donation.  Paul Swainston, President and Anita Swainston, Manager of the Worm Creek Opera House were present.  Paul Swainston came to the Commissioners for two reasons.  One, to thank the Board of County Commissioners for their support over the years.  Two, to inform the Commissioners they have had a request from the Franklin County Medical Center to donate $20,000 for whatever the Board needs and in exchange to have the stage be named the Franklin County Medical Center Stage.  A time frame for the stage named will be agreed upon by both the Worm Creek Board and Franklin County Medical Center.  The Commissioners asked to have Vic Pearson, County Attorney, review prior to signing.

11.	Support Letter and Funding Fiscal Year 2027 for Economic Development.  Mollie Beseris asked the Commissioners to write a letter of support for Economic Development and asked an additional $500 to fund Four County Alliance of Southeast Idaho, for a total of $4,000.  Zan Bowles made the motion to send the support letter and approve funding for Economic Development, if funding is available, to increase to $4,000.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

12.	Friday Gravel Haul.  Troy Moser, Director, was not available.  Lance Geddes, Road Supervisor, attended asking to continue to allow the Road Crew, on a voluntary basis, to haul gravel and work on County roads on Fridays.  The part-time budget will be used to pay the Road Crew.  Zan Bowles made the motion to allow the Road Department to continue on with the over-time on Fridays.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  The Commissioners appreciate the work on the berm at the Rifle Range.  

13.	Reminders: Public Hearing Amended Development Code at 6:00 p.m. on Friday, April 17, 2026 and Public Hearing to Dissolve Herd Districts and Proposal to Adopt Ordinance at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 22.

10 minute recess

14.	Subdivision Approval.  Bear Grove Subdivision - Bruce and Janene Lamont.  Bruce and Janene Lamont, owners, and Randy Henrie, Planning and Zoning, presented the Bear Grove Subdivision.  It is located in Fairview off of 1600 South.  It is creating three lots and each lot has an access easement.  The septic has been approved.  Planning and Zoning has approved.  Bruce and Janene Lamont submitted a letter from Scott Parsons, Bear River Assets, concerning the irrigation water, it will be set up and available on all lots.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the Bear Grove Subdivision for Bruce and Janene Lamont.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

Dean Loveland and Jordan Loveland Minor Land Division.  Brian Allen, Surveyor, Jordan Loveland, owner, and Randy Henrie, Planning and Zoning, presented the Minor Land Division to the Commissioners.  It is located on East 2200 South and State Street on a corner of a field with a pivot.  Troy Moser, Director, has approved the accesses to the lots.  The septic has been approved.  Planning and Zoning has approved.  The irrigation will cover both lots, however, there is not enough room in the current pipes for the secondary water to reach the lots and if the water right becomes available, it will be added on.  Randy Henrie stated the property has been zoned for 2.5 acre lots.  Zan Bowles said this is a natural fit for corner lots with pivots.  Zan Bowles made the motion to approve the Dean Loveland and Jordan Loveland Minor Land Division.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

15.	Executive Session Pursuant to Idaho Code 74-206 (1) (a and b) consider personnel matters.  At 10:12 a.m. Zan Bowles made the motion to go into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 74-206 (1) (a and b) to consider personnel matters.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was in the affirmative.  At 10:20 a.m. Zan Bowles made the motion to go out of Executive Session.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was in the affirmative.  


16.	Appointment to Fairboard Crops Position.  Amy Windholtz was asked and agreed to working with the Fairboard.  Zan Bowles made the motion to appoint Amy Windholtz to the Fairboard to work on the Crops Division.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

17.	Nomination from Franklin County to the District #4 Animal Damage Control Board.  This will be added to the next agenda.  

18.	DEQ Update.  Katy Bergholm, Regional Administrator, was not able to attend.  Doug Tanner, Waste Management Manager, attended and presented the DEQ 2025 Report to Citizens.  Doug Tanner has been working for DEQ for over 30 years and reported that there are only three sites left in the City of Preston area that have leaking storage.  The property owners have been cooperative and hopefully the leaks will be taken care of in the near future.  There is a good working relationship between Franklin County and DEQ.  They appreciate working with Troy Moser, Director, and Wes Fellows, Supervisor in updating the Operational Plan and being re-certified.  Zan Bowles asked about guidelines for cattle along a river.  Doug Tanner will find that out and get in touch with Zan Bowles.  Robert Swainston asked about how many bad air days this past winter, since it was such an easy winter.  Doug Tanner did not recall.  Commissioners appreciate the update.  

At 10:39 a.m. Zan Bowles made the motion to adjourn.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  Next meeting will be April 27, 2026.

______________________			______________________
Attest, Camille Larsen			Robert Swainston, Chair
