Franklin County Commissioners
April 17,  2026 at 9:00 a.m.

Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Zan Bowles, Commissioner Zach Stewart, and Clerk Camille Larsen.   Attendees of the Public Hearing: Randy Henrie and Shauna Geddes

1.	Pledge of Allegiance.

2.	Development Code and Subdivision Ordinance Amendments.  Robert Swainston explained the proposed amendments are proposed to clean up the Code.  Zach Stewart made the motion to open the Public Hearing.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  

       	Randy Henrie, Planning and Zoning, presented the proposed amendments to the Commissioners.  The Planning and Zoning Board approved the following amendments:  

To add definitions for off-site improvements and site-improvements; to adjust the definition from five (5) to four (4) or less lots parcels for a Minor Land Division; and change the definition of subdivision from seven (7) lots to five (5) lots.  The lot changes are made to match the Idaho State Code.  

The Aquifer Recharge and Protection section removed the word agricultural.  Randy Henrie read the new section for the Aquifer:   Where land within a proposed development; as defined by this ordinance has water rights of an irrigation company within Franklin County, and the water is reasonable available the applicant shall demonstrate how the existing irrigation water rights and/or shares will be utilized to meet the irrigation demands  and be regulated and administered for the subdivision and/or shares remain on the property to ensure recharge of the aquifer and to prevent depletion of the aquifer by culinary well consumption.

Strikeout the words Recommendations and the findings of the Franklin County Groundwater Evaluation Study will be considered.  It is an outdated document and is a document that the County did not authorize or pay for.  

The lot changes mentioned earlier will be changed throughout the document.  

Added Minor Land Division Application shall be reviewed by the Administrator, Franklin County Road and Bridge Department and or the Idaho Transportation Department if access is on a State Road.   

Took out the requirement to have the County Engineer approve all subdivisions and added County Engineer to approve subdivisions only if they include upgrading roads or adding new roads.  

The previous ordinance allowed to combine the Preliminary and the Final plats to be processed on the same application as long as it has no new roads, new improvements, or any other improvements required.  This is recommended to put back into the ordinance.
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Notifications.  The developer will prepare a list of all adjoining land owners, prepare the notices, and take to the Planning and Zoning to be mailed out.  

The Engineers signature of approval is only required if there are new road construction or road improvements.  

Section 10-5-11, taking out the Planning and Zoning Administrator signs the plat.  State does not require the Administrator to sign.  

Appendix, changes the number of copies from 1 to 5 of the proposed subdivision to be submitted.  

Randy Henrie said it is just cleaning up the code and not making it any harder and will make it flow a lot better.  

Robert Swainston asked for any testimony In Favor?  Shauna Geddes is in favor but does not want to testify.  There were no written comments submitted.  Asked for any testimony for Neutral comments.  None were present and no written comments were submitted.  Asked for any testimony for Against comments.  None were present and no written comments were submitted.  

Zan Bowles made the motion to close the Public Hearing.  Zach Stewart second.  Vote was unanimous.  

The Commissioners will take the recommendations home and study them and make the decision at the next Commissioner meeting. 

Zach Stewart made the motion to adjourn at 6:09 p.m.  Zan Bowles second.  Vote was unanimous.  


______________________			______________________
Attest, Camille Larsen			Robert Swainston, Chair
